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VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[x"1 the international application as originally filed 
|X~] me description: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-17 



NONE 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



18-21 



NONE 



NONE 



pages 



NONE 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statment) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



|xl the drawings: 

pages 1-7 

pages NONE 
pages NONE 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , 

pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



L filed with the letter of 



— , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language 



..English 



which is 



0 the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

|x] the language of publication of the international application(under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | &e language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing* 

□ 

contained inthe international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

1 | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

| | P 1 * 3 statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disc losure in the 
international applicationas as filed has been furinshed. 

□ 7116 statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



*■ □ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
□ the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



□ 
□ 



the drawings, sheet 



□ 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box(Rule 70.2(c)).** 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in respome to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this opinion as "originally filed H and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments {Rules 70 16 
and 70. 17). 

1 Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilit 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 




Nnveltv fivh Claims 1-7 




Claims NONE 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 1 ~ 7 


\ 


Claims 1 NONE 


N 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims , 1 " 7 


Yl 


Claims NONE 


NC 




2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 




Reference is made to the following documents^ 




Dl: US 4,441,489 A 




D2: FR 2,616,061 Al 




Document Dl discloses an orthopaedic splint for a finger comprising a first portion and 


a second portion respectively for locating proximally 


and distal ly a proximal 


interphalangeal (PIP) joint. 




Document D2 discloses a splint comprising a leg piece, a thigh piece and an articulated 


linkage assembly joining these pieces together. 




Novelty (N): 




The claimed invention relates to a combined splint and cast for immobilizing an injured 


body part due to fracture, ligament rupture, dislocation, or the like. More 


specifically, this combined splint and cast comprises a 


hand fixing member, a 


connecting member and an elbow fixing member, wherein the 


hand fixing member, the 



connecting member and the elbow fixing member are used separately or cooperatively by 
being fastened with bolts. 

Documents Dl and D2, cited in the International Search Report, are defining the general 
state of the prior art which is not considered to be of particular relevance. 



Thus, the subject matter of claim 1 is considered to be novel. The subject matter of 
dependent claims 2 to 7 is also novel. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 
Continuation of: 

Inventive Step (IS): 

The solution according to the invention is to provide a combined splint and cast for fixing fractured bones which can 
fast and easily fix fractured bones by injection molding a hand fixing member, a connecting member and an elbow 
fixing member of various sizes according to body measurements and by using the respective members individually or 
cooperatively according to the use. 

Neither of documents Dl and D2 show a combined splint and cast according to the invention claimed in claims 1-7. 
Accordingly, it is not considered to be obvious to a person skilled in the art to apply the knowledge of these 
documents, taken individually or in combination, for creating a combined splint and cast according to the invention 
claimed in claims 1-7. Therefore, the invention claimed in claims 1-7 is considered to involve an inventive step. 

Industrial Applicability (IA): 

The invention is considered to be industrially applicable. 
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